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been a man of considerable imagination, equipped a new ex-

pedition, So in the year 1644 Tasman oncc morc $& &&*
time at the head of a squadron of three ships, the Zeemeeuw,
the Ummen^ and the Bra^. Being a true Hollander of the
seventeenth century, van Dicmen also expected to derive some
slight concrete profit from his extensive geographical explora-
tions. He suggested that Tasraan, after he should have found
his Southland, should proceed farther east until he reached the
coast of Chile, where he could thereupon establish ' cordial re-
lations ' with the Spaniards. But on his return voyage he might
incidentally conquer those islands which were said to lie just
west of the South American mainland, in order that the Dutch
East India Company should henceforth have a trading-post of
its own in that part of the world, and be more or less in com-
mand of the whole of the southern half of the Pacific Ocean.

It was an ambitious scheme, but unfortunately the directors
of the East India Company at home said no. Those gentlemen
never left their native haunts. They had never seen a tropical
island, and hoped that they would never be obliged to do so.
And they informed Anthonie van Dicmen by return (a matter
of about ten months) that enough was enough, and that he had
better forget about his old continent

The directors (to give them their due) had probably come to
the conclusion that by now they had learned enough about
Australia to realize that it was of no particular value. Throwing
good money after bad money had never been one of the weak-
nesses of the Dutch, and perhaps they were right. Had they
supported van Diemen just a few years longer, undoubtedly
Tasman would have added hundreds of thousands of square
miles to the possessions of the Dutch East India Company, and
the flag of the Estates-General would have flown over an entire
new continent But the problem of turning Australia into a
paying proposition would have meant a constant drain on the
exchequer of the Company, and where would the Dutch
Republic, with only 1,200,000 inhabitants, have found the jncrj